THE  VIBERT  FAMILY

The name "Vibert" is  of Scandinavian or Teutonic origin,

derived   from   the  names  "Wigbert"   or   "Wig-bhert"

pronounced  "Vig-bair"  meaning  "war  bright"  -  itself

meaning  "brilliant in battle" - in other  words  "famous

warrior".  These  Scandinavians  were  the  Vikings   who

conquered and settled extensive areas of southern Europe,

Russia and the U.K.  They became  known as Normans  after

they settled in that  region of France. It is likely that

the Viberts were part of the original Viking invaders who

settled   first in   Normandy  and then on the Island  of

Jersey,  and  in Cornwall, in the UK  during  the  Norman

Conquests  of  Europe and Britain.  The name  is  not  of

Flemish or Huguenot origin as was once thought.

The  earliest reference to a Vibert is made in a  Charter

during  King  Stephen's  reign and  this  is  made  to  a

Benedictus,  son of Wibert (W and V were interchangeable)

in  1136.   Two  distinct branches of the Vibert's   have

evolved;  one branch  settled  and prospered in  Cornwall

and the other on Jersey in the Channel Islands.

The  Viberts of Cornwall can be traced with certainty  to

the   early  seventeenth  century  -  the  1625 Vibert

descendants from this branch of the family can  be  found

all  over the world.  The Vibert family in Jersey can  be

traced  from  an even earlier date, first  mention  being

made in 1292.  These appear to separate into two distinct

families.

Both the Cornwall Viberts and the Jersey Viberts may well

be  descended from the same Norman family, but the  links

are yet to be definitively established.  Both the Cornish

Viberts  and the Jersey Viberts have descendants  in  the

USA.

